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Letter from Vilnius Jewish Community board members to GVF board
members

For years now, millions of dollars/euros have been squandered on the
morally corrupt leadership of passport attorney Ms. Faina Kukliansky, who
has disenfranchised the Jews of Lithuania by changing the election rules
of the official Jewish Community three years ago into a vote by cronies
who themselves mostly receive benefits from the Good Will Foundation
(which she herself co-chairs, making it unclear which is the bigger
conflict of interest: that of the attorney who needs the gov. to rapidly
process her wealthy foreign clients’ citizenship applications, or the Good
Will Foundation and the official Jewish Community becoming one and the
same complex of restitution resources being diverted to the benefit of the
same few parties.

There is by now a large list of sources on the de-democratisation,
extreme nepotism and supreme shamefulness (and shamelessness) of
the Good Will Foundation’s process for disbursing funds deriving from
the value of the religious properties of the annihilated Jews of Lithuania.
To cite one of many examples, the official trilingual website of the official
community has repeatedly been used as a mouthpiece for Turto Bankas's
and some politicians’ wish to turn the Old Jewish Cemetery into a
convention centre, in spite of massive local and international protest, (an
international petition by one the Vilnius Jewish Community’s members is
approaching 52,000 signatures). The website has been used (in three
languages) to slander those community members who disagree. The
Good Will Foundation has failed to provide even one penny of support it
promised for the democratically elected Vilnius Jewish Community. In a
recent reply to a television exposé, the GWF website explained that in
reality all decisions go through two boards with eminent international
members representing the great international Jewish organisations. We
contend that these international members, enjoying banquets, junkets
and honours (sometimes even medals) in Vilnius (and who, unlike locals,
have absolutely nothing to fear in the way of career-destroying
repercussions!) have in fact served as an unethical rubber stamp for the
personal benefit of Ms. Kukliansky and her collaborators. They have been
assured that their names will remain on some obscure web page. Well, no
longer. In the absence of change of policy, we hold each of them as co-
equally responsible for the tragic “destruction from within” of Lithuania's
small and fragile Jewish community, and of the oldest and largest Jewish
cemetery in Lithuania, all for the private ambitions of one wealthy lawyer
and immediate relatives, and a circle of cronies. We call on you to speak
out with force and ethical clarity.

Arkadij Kurliandchik, member of Vilnius Jewish Community Board
Elen Janovskaja, member of Vilnius Jewish Community Board
Efim Desiatnik, member of Vilnius Jewish Community Board
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